


YAMAHA IT465

Once a Laughing Matter,Yamaha’s Open Class Enduro
Has Become Serious Competition

W yamaha's ¥/ mie
fogrossers have i reps
utation for poast hin-
diing, lght weighi,
onal competitive pow-
er Yomuha's 1T mwsl-
gls, espocowlly the
vpen [T, have o repa-
tation  for  being
heavy, Toul handling
wnd penerally o poor choler Tor 0 swcrsus
enclumo rider Wi tested the 23007 o May
1981 and it completely changed oud apib-
jan ol the mande]l. The 465 |T s even maee
|II'|FIrI.'“H'L'

Fargel everything soo hove heard of re-
memiber abowl pest open class 1Ts Tt
disesn’t wpply o the all-pew 1T Y-
b hos done what serous Yamole en-
duro riders hioye been doing for several
years —tride an [T oal of o Y&

Wamunha storted with the first ana most
serings Apw —the frome. The 1T463% has
last year's Y& molocross Dreme 1Us
chraase-maaly steel with o large single frong
wmube, heavily pusseted backbine,
gl irlnmpnlotion in the mid-section and
gemcrilly 1he same confliguration as the
P80 Y L4050 motoerosser. The main did
ferences beiween Y& and IT are the en-
dwro frame’s rear loop. the beiter to cinry
the larger fender. 1wl bag and Liillight,
and the bodi-on ubes below 1he engine.
which elimdnute the nead for 4 skid plate

The IT alse gets an alamingm swing
arm, kong overdue. [0 nob identicnl 1o the
Y465 arm. The main difference lies in
thie wiiy the rear isle is adjusted amd re-
muoved, The IT has an open ended wheel
adjuster slot s0 the axle con be loosened
and 1he complete wheel pssembly alid o
the rear of the swing arm, eliminating all
ol These liwmse eiris beng mispleced in the
mud or whatever, The excellent gquick ré-
lesse brake mod Prom past inadels s been
retained, a8 has the slolled brake backing
plate that eliminates the nesd [or n privira-
slve STAENC Grm

Lip front the IT gets o double leading
shoe brake just like the Y2 Slopping =
stromg and positive bal mof ns grabby as
the matecrmser, which means il's betler
Brake shoes with a lnle more bevel on
therr lesding ediges are responsible [or the
impravemeni

Bath whieel assemblies have |'IIJ-||'.'L|I.I|.J1I'.'
sied 4.p|:'h|;.'-| thut won't need uh:ynging i
beefing. Hoth tires, YO02] frond, 5617
rear are hne For mist areis of the coendry,
Fhe Cal rear :Juing i greal jab ol hooking up

P i Ty e # A gl div] M08 Cesen

iri loimic shale and sand while protecling
the rim. Long lfe Is another shde bengds) of
the 7 i renr

Linlike past 175, the suspemmion won'i
well the rder short: an alumimem bodiesd
mamishock complele with nemoke reser:
voar allows 11,0 i of coptrolled rear
whaoel iravel Lending axle kY B forks pro-
wide 106 i ol super frond wheel thavel.
The shock body b ploced rearward Hke
thic % &% and offers 30 ensaly o justed re
bownd damping positions along wirh o
range of weliogs (or spring preloed and
Ak rogen pressiane. Additkeially, Yamiha
hos boah liphier nnd heavier springs avail-
able fir special applications, The forks ire
equiailly adjustable by changing spring
eales, ol weighl and volime, and stion-
chion tube height

Enduro niceties include a folding shif
leves, fobkiling brake pedal ensl, rear Ténder
mounted toal bag, stright-pall throtele,
hand gueards, thick seai, normos 3.4 gal
plastic tank, guick detach keadljl  mim-
berplabe, odometer with magmiyig kns,
adog-lep hand levers, endurs leghting, el
cient chun guide, nbbed kick lever e,
I‘TE: Fenders, :Tqu, arrester salencer
thit's guier, wnd an oiled Toam air cleaner
that's remarvable wilhanad loals,

Uine af the g cemplainds silorisl e
ITs has been the tvpe of power they pro-
duced; qm.;l'-, pi]’!."!, power Ll diedn ™t wiork
well i el wned ther endera siliaainsis,
Like the ress of the IT, forged all you re-
member The H has ane of the mces en-
dura engines we've jested. The d65cc
enging, bused on list year's Y&, bas o
heavier ﬂ:p'“-hl:tl. tamer pasrliig. ihilTeredt
pipe and silencer. diffcrent carburetos, and
wide ratio transmisason, Paris ke ihe
glutch, primary dive, cases, resds and
recel box, are the same as the Y F las

The 1T loaks il Feels Hke the mew ma-
chine §l s Jusl sitting oo 3 465 1T wells
some of the story —everviling its, The
bar-seat-peg relationsbiap 18 aearly ideal,
hand anal Tosl bevers are pmilioned prog-
erly. The medinm travel LRI ETTRT ] is
compliang and makes for i ressonable
WeT in stabke senl beight thin becosies
even Jower after the nder & aboard
Touching the ground witls bisth Feet is pos-
sible Far people of moermal heighl.

Siarting the 465 wai’l pleisanl unless
yoa re wsed o starting big twioestrokes,
Fven then severn] brisk boots ane normally
respuimed before o hre Tielids, The eigane
ifoesn’l reguire hard kicks but rather
giaick kicks: the englne hds (o spin belore

there's life inskide, 1 gets a Ntk easier
alber W' warm and 8 pro con ometimes
start the beaet first kick, but if's the excep.
tiom, mat The narm

The henvier flywheel s apparend is won
ik the engine fires, Revs are controllable
et quick, Warme-up is normal und cluich
|'|u|'| It I".|.i:'|]. By for an apen hike Biar-
i@ i low gear with the wide ratir fruns
mission and tractorlike cngine power s i
wisle anless :mu'n: startimg on o gride
Just wee second i the Hnlum] i level
Power b produced Trom idle thioueh the
upper mid-range Lthen the power Band be-
Coics |1|1Ii|.'-:'|.|.|'.'||:|. fal The EN@HC 18 H:If-—
pissd when shor shifted so ibe meredibie
mid-renge power can be (ully wsed. The
smooll and progressive revs combined
wilh the exoeptiomally et exhaust give s
Clse impression al shwwness, bingeompiu
dragps agaist o YA 5H prvved the 1T
alimirl as guick and 2 bunch inore pleas-
amil [rem 1 poese h.l.:nd[mlnl! The ssuxth
perwer pppdication combuned with the fan
rear tire makes climbing hills clild's play
Any hill s cosy, Fven shale hills that'se
sl vertiil are samfale. In Tact, the 1T
will elumb ihose fmpossable looking shabe
hills i second most of the time® The hill
el fios 1o be bad before |51 is needed

O vt of our test rides & Suruk)
EVRA00 and Honda XESO0BE were along
The IT465 did evervihing, including hill
climbs, better than the four-stmbke Sin-
ilis, Whatn thie poang gets really rowugh and
speed v fow, U large Singhes with valves
tend o spin the rear tiee in bursts ws the
engines boam, boom abeig, The IT pro-
dipees mloe smcsith poswer impulses, seem-
ingly more torque nned sheer horsepower,
anid s peneeally mose pleasant anad easier
b Fide, Coear sefection ks bess impaortint,
thit TT will happily eraw] alorg i thind
penr, ver scceberate quickly withoul down-
shifting if the rider wishes. The lorge fowr-
sprokes usually react 1o snch an achon by
burping wnd dying. S0 much for the
Thumper reputation of torgue superioriy!

The same smoallh applicatiom of forgue
antd P makes the IT46HS & |1||.-.'|b.|_|.r|: 1o
rhde wn tricky side slopes. The resr wheel
[lows the fromt with htthe tendency to
slide down the slope, Moy things contrib-
wie do 1his l,l:ihpl.w ol ol memners, bl
its |1u.|i.1|_1. thit end result of giood peomsin,
simenilh power d.;lm:r:- and the {0l rear
tire

Fven riders who disleloe g up wnd
o steep hills, which alss mesns they'ne
niol very good at them, had litle or nos
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trouble climbing hills siecper than l:'lll:j
issunlly tickle, The bike doesn't iy 1o loop
or rear when climbing nearly sheer walls,
BT ey i gedl 'g-ld-."-l-:l:.-. w e COming
dhovan

We've had the test IT465 around for
three mont be niow, and every time Yamaha
calls about pcking it up, we find another
excupe Lo keep it a Hile longer The bike
his proven well suited 0 use in the moan-
tains, desert and wilds of Baje. The ks
sent height, excellem waterproofing and
swperengine make any riibe great. And the
stock pearing thal we wsed in the moun-
iains alss warked fine lor Baja's fost roads,
thanks 1o the wide transmission rotios
Grns mileage is also a plus on the big 1T
The marrow 3.4 gal tank will take a Tost
ruder W ink. ar more

The I'T's oaly shortcoming is the lnck al
suspesion travel noross open deserl, a
problemn commion (o mos! enduro bikes.
Hul ||1|:|-| ] t"l|L|.: BEL Ep far the hlL"-:I'I_ i
wilh molocross suspension, s foo tall and
Lo beavy for use in the mumniains, The
1T s suspension is middle of the road as Tar
as travel goes. Most of owr riders Thoeught
the medium trovel approach was & good
chaice and just slowed down some in the
desert. Anvway, it's only o problem, and
slight i that, il you hove a desert aviul-
e o e in

We experimenied with diflerent ndjust-
meenls of the suspensson and lound the
slock spring preload, stock rebound damgp-

L P

chassiy iafs you Lise i

| — ‘
Foolpegs fave an ummm_rm_nhfm'r Pk
mod, Srake peoke)’ and ok

E.r.v:m- procuoes smoodh fompee Ml outdo sy four-ninoke Singls we've jmited, L

A s R

..""I-'..-..\..
Snark amrester ./ sencer 5 foresiry g and bast
af s, i1's super gusar

ing (the middle position) amd stock Tork
selling (o air pressune and stock level 10
i anl) best. The excellent owners manual
explaing hiow 10 chanpe the setfings, The
manuil ilso shows compleie enging lenr
down ond deisiled maintenance of cvery
piart of the bike, Bead it You waom | wasle
woar tae or be insulied

The big IT is fairly light for o lully
cyuwipped open enduro bike bul you'll
kmow you'ne not riding g mojecrosser il the
bike 18 dropped on the side of o lall.
weiihs 260 b with the tank half full of

premin, Liphler would be better butl we
coaldnt see any way [0 ke all moch
welght withoutl removing many of Lhe cn-
Hurg componenls Thal make 1 40 aee Lo
[

Lhier Lest ke had a smmall problem wath
the shifiing, I shified hard from day one
And it didn't get any casier afler 300 mi
We sent the ke back 10 Yamaha far in-
spection. They performed & modification
on the shilt cam which cured ibe com-
plaint, We won | dedarl the msl Bese—1l
wiou oo an | with the same problem, seé =

Chain guide @ stong and ang Batng. S sousises ang open andii Seirg BTN aase manieneion
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Douhle mading shoe frond brske @ he same a3
the Y55 eecapd iT'5 Jass grabdy. Brake cabis has
@ My SUTESOE Bhaats o grevent Meving, fous-
g A awagral Wl Me adiusher S50 he Aoausing
o T ot

Straighfpull Mrodils kaans M cabls oul of fres
MITRS A

ot dealer, e should hove 8 service up-
date Myer that explains the fix,

Mar Ir|u.|'I:+ ope ikes, Even apen emdurs
bakes, aren't much fun on tight trails and
moUnLain wse in general. The IT465 s an
exceplion il is nimble, ..||.|u,:ll nnd agile. 1

bow center al gravity, super lorgue, power,
smoolhiness, and precise stecring combine
o muke tradl eiding preat Mo, Everything
warks with so much harmory thay the
weipht and bulk of the machine aren't
niticed.

SPECIFICATIONS Frsma material . chrome-moly | Foolpeg o (Sas tank iler
List price s2089 shoed seal top..._......... 2100 hoilo sma 2.00n
rork ravel 0EIN | Wheslbase 58.2in. | Footpeg to shif Ground clearance .....12.2in.
Fork stanchion Seal haight 36,7 in lever canter . B.5in | Fork rake angle 28,5°
tubie dameder 38mm | Saat width 68in | Foolpsg bo brake Trall 48 in
P Seal langth - 20.21n, pedal center E5in | Test waight w/half
.. 11000 | Seat front to sleerng Swing arm langth .. .. 22.0n tank fuel 2801k
Froml lire . o 0021 IRC BT Conder 14 Bin Em arm pl!':ll wn biiis, frant |
Raar tire 5.80-17 IRC | Handiebar width ... .. 33,2 in. 10 drive sprocket rear porcend, ., 48.9/53,1
Enging ... two-stroke Single | Footpeg height 18.0in cantar . * .28
Bora x siroks |, A% x BPmm |- —_— — J
| Piston Displacement 4o
Compression rafia .11 |
Claimed powes ..., -
Claimead horgus na
Carburetion _ .. .. 38rmm Mikuni
Ignition ; .Col
Lubrication system ... premix |
Primary drive hudical gesar
Gaar rabos. overall: 1
Bih oo AT -
4 P - B
Anrd 1085 I
2nd : 1443
18 21 58 24
Ol eapacity 1.5 pl. |
Fusl capacity 4.4 gal. |
Fual tank
Frarerial plastic | '*
Swrireg arm
malersl alurmirnem
Starier, ., primary kick | o
Air Nilratian oilad foam ¥ r i " il - 7 s "
k ! The oceasional fire road ihot ties muny
truil systems topether is also s delipht. The
big IT slides like u flat tracker Fully con-
| irodled full-lock slides nre a cake walk,
| thanks to the flex-free chassis nnd predict-
: e | alle enjgine churncierstics
The size of the engine s anather benefil
Y ¥ kL il high elevations are ridden. High aliiude
. | Shook spring preiond and mboung damping e TEans a boss ol power, no big deal if you're
1 easdy adjusied riding an open bike. A real problem i
you're ona 175
Afer (D00 plus miles, we're very im-
pressed with the IT465H. Mathing has
| broken or lallen off, although we tried!
e | Baoth fires wore oul and the rear has been

replaced with apother stocker, the fromi
et a 3.25 Metzeler. Evervihing else, with
the exception of the chiln that's looking a
little wasted, is holding wp. Maintenance
i5 prowing easy and its not oflen peeded,
IT you've heen waiting for an open class
Jupanese enduro bike that's aimed at ihe
serious  competitor—one  that's  Tairly
legh, has o great engine, pood suspension,
stoong frame, and super reliability, wait no
longer; it's here ®



